Comparison between continuous and intermittent infusion regimens of cimetidine in ulcer patients.
The relative effectiveness of intermittent infusions and primed continuous infusions of cimetidine in the maintenance of intragastric pH greater than or equal to 4.0 was evaluated in a double-blind crossover trial in 26 patients who had active or healed gastroduodenal ulcers. During the intermittent phase, each patient received 300 mg cimetidine intravenously every 6 hours. During the continuous infusion phase, each patient was given a continuous infusion of 37.5 mg cimetidine per hour, preceded by a priming dose of 300 mg cimetidine that was given for 15 minutes. Intragastric pH was monitored continuously. During the last 12 hours of the study, the continuous infusion regimen provided 20% more time in which the pH was more [corrected] than 4.0 with 25% less medication than did the intermittent infusion regimen.